Altar Your Life

This curriculum was written with a progressive theme throughout the week. “Altar Your Life” has the altar as central. One suggestion to make the altar central is to make an altar during Sunday night rotation. Each group in the rotation can add a part. It could be made with cinderblocks, saw horses and wood, you can just add to the altar in the sanctuary at your living center, or make a pile of stones (let your creativity go wild). Throughout the week the curriculum will refer to candles that can be added to reflect the different daily themes. For instance, Sunday night one candle can be placed on the altar to represent the living center coming together as one group to share the love of God. Monday, each work team can add a candle that they went out and purchased to represent how their work team is sharing the love of God. Tuesday, a candle for each client that is being served can be placed on the altar. Wednesday, a candle can be placed on the altar for each congregation that is represented at the living center. Thursday, one candle for the hope of the Kingdom of God yet to come and use all of the candles on the altar to light our future candle. Finally, Friday, each participant takes a candle from the altar so that they can take it out into the world as they leave. This is just one way to remind ourselves daily what we put on the altar and what we take out into the world.

Sunday Night Worship:

What Altars have you made that are not to God?

This is a time to come and be quiet and still with God. This is a week that we have set aside to be with God, and to show others the love of God through our actions. This is the moment to leave all of the chaos of home behind. We have brought with us the worries and anxieties of the world. Maybe we have brought with us the excitement of being here and the expectation that it will be better than the year before. We need to let all of this go. Listen to the scripture:
[image: image1]Scripture:

John 1:1-5 (The Message)

The Word was first, the Word present to God, God present to the Word. The Word was God, in readiness for God from day one. Everything was created through him; nothing--not one thing!-came into being without him. What came into existence was Life, and the Life was Light to live by. The Life-Light blazed out of the darkness; the darkness couldn't put it out.

Scripture:

Luke 12:13-21 (The Message)
Someone out of the crowd said, "Teacher, order my brother to give me a fair share of the family inheritance."

He replied, "Mister, what makes you think it's any of my business to be a judge or mediator for you?"

Speaking to the people, he went on, "Take care! Protect yourself against the least bit of greed. Life is not defined by what you have, even when you have a lot."

Then he told them this story: "The farm of a certain rich man produced a terrific crop. He talked to himself: "What can I do? My barn isn't big enough for this harvest.' Then he said, "Here's what I'll do: I'll tear down my barns and build bigger ones. Then I'll gather in all my grain and goods, and I'll say to myself, Self, you've done well! You've got it made and can now retire. Take it easy and have the time of your life!'

"Just then God showed up and said, "Fool! Tonight you die. And your barn full of goods--who gets it?' 

"That's what happens when you fill your barn with Self and not with God."

Message:
· Are there things that you have put on God’s altar that should not be there?
I am going to lead us in prayer. I’ll start several sentences out loud, and as a group pray by completing the sentences as well as adding your own thoughts. Feel free to speak out loud to our group. 

· Lord, one thing that I need to lay aside this week is…

· Lord, one thing I need more of this week is…

· Lord, something that I need less of is…

· Lord, show me how to share myself. Lord, the part that I would like to open up this week is…

· Lord, we have yet to meet our clients but we pray that …

· Lord, help this community to see…

· Lord, during this week help our youth groups to…

Lord, we lift up all of these prayers and leave them here this moment before this altar, for you. Lord, we light this candle to symbolize your light in the world, and to acknowledge all of us coming together today to be one living center here to serve you and your creation. And together we all say AMEN. 
I invite each work team to come up when called, and then kneel before the altar where the Christ the candle is lit. The leadership of this living center, who has prayed over your names and work teams for many months now, will place their hands on you and pray now that you truly experience the light of Christ during this week.
Prayer: (remember you can always say what is in your heart):
Gracious Lord, we ask for your guidance and strength this week. Jesus knows our pain, and what we have given up. May these persons, as a team, grow to share this love and your light. All those that agreed said AMEN. 

Lord, we ask your guidance on this team. Help them to give away their desires so that they are open to you and to your service. And everyone who agreed said, AMEN.

Gracious God, these people have come before you to serve you, guide them this week with love and security that while they may not see the impact of their work, help them know it is all for your glory. And the people of God all responded, AMEN.

Creator of everything, we thank you for bringing these persons here together. They may think that they were randomly put together and randomly working on a client’s home. Help them to see your purpose for them this week, and keep them safe in all that they do, AMEN.
God, draw this team together. Some of them are unsure of what tools you have given them and how you will use them. Free them from fear so that we will joyfully work together through this week, and share your light. And all of God’s children said, AMEN

Lord God, we thank you for these individuals that have taken time out of their lives to live and serve you for this week. Help them to see the light that you have blessed them with to take their experiences here in (insert town) out into the world. In the name of the Father, and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit we all say, AMEN.

Eternal God, we come before you asking your guidance as these individuals have come to do service, they have come to work for you Lord. They have the tools to do this work, yet are unsure of how to fully share your light, with your help they will prevail. And all who agreed said AMEN.
Monday Lunch Devotional:

How will this week alter the body of Christ?

Scripture:

Colossians 3:12-17 (NRSV)

As God's chosen ones, holy and beloved, clothe yourselves with compassion, kindness, humility, meekness, and patience. Bear with one another and, if anyone has a complaint against another, forgive each other; just as the Lord has forgiven you, so you also must forgive. Above all, clothe yourselves with love, which binds everything together in perfect harmony. And let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, to which indeed you were called in the one body. And be thankful. Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly; teach and admonish one another in all wisdom; and with gratitude in your hearts sing psalms, hymns, and spiritual songs to God. And whatever you do, in word or deed, do everything in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through him.

Colossians 3:12-17 (The Message)

So, chosen by God for this new life of love, dress in the wardrobe God picked out for you: compassion, kindness, humility, quiet strength, discipline. Be even-tempered, content with second place, quick to forgive an offense. Forgive as quickly and completely as the Master forgave you. And regardless of what else you put on, wear love. It's your basic, all-purpose garment. Never be without it.

Let the peace of Christ keep you in tune with each other, in step with each other. None of this going off and doing your own thing. And cultivate thankfulness. Let the Word of Christ--the Message--have the run of the house. Give it plenty of room in your lives. Instruct and direct one another using good common sense. And sing, sing your hearts out to God! Let every detail in your lives--words, actions, whatever--be done in the name of the Master, Jesus, thanking God the Father every step of the way.

Discussion Questions:

This morning we looked at what the body of Christ is and how together we are all working for growth. The lunch scripture is a little different and looks at what our responsibilities are as Christians. While you discuss the questions below, remember that we are looking at how this week will alter the body of Christ. 

· What if….you were totally alone in the world?

· What do you remember the Bible saying about being alone?

· Today’s scripture says that we are chosen by God. Do you feel chosen? Why or why not?
· As a chosen person we are to clothe ourselves with compassion, kindness, humility, meekness (or quiet strength), and patience (or discipline). What does it mean to take these on as our wardrobe?

· What do these different characteristics look like? Are there times, or people, which make it hard to show these characteristics?

· How does this build up the body of Christ?

Prayer 

 Monday Night Worship:

How will this week alter the Body of Christ?

Worship Suggestion 1:

Scripture:

1 Corinthians 12:12-14 (NRSV)

For just as the body is one and has many members, and all the members of the body, though many, are one body, so it is with Christ. For in the one Spirit we were all baptized into one body--Jews or Greeks, slaves or free--and we were all made to drink of one Spirit. 

Indeed, the body does not consist of one member but of many. 

1 Corinthians 12:12-14 (The Message)

You can easily enough see how this kind of thing works by looking no further than your own body. Your body has many parts--limbs, organs, cells--but no matter how many parts you can name, you're still one body. It's exactly the same with Christ. By means of his one Spirit, we all said good-bye to our partial and piecemeal lives. We each used to independently call our own shots, but then we entered into a large and integrated life in which he has the final say in everything. (This is what we proclaimed in word and action when we were baptized.) Each of us is now a part of his resurrection body, refreshed and sustained at one fountain--his Spirit--where we all come to drink. The old labels we once used to identify ourselves--labels like Jew or Greek, slave or free--are no longer useful. We need something larger, more comprehensive.

I want you to think about how all this makes you more significant, not less. A body isn't just a single part blown up into something huge. It's all the different-but-similar parts arranged and functioning together.

Jesus painting

There are two paintings in the back of the room. They are split up into sections with numbers on them. You'll see there are three different paints with numbers on them. You'll take a brush with paint on it and paint a section of one of the paintings that has the same number on it. Be sure to stay in the lines. It's very important. And while you paint your section, think about the brush stroke of your life. If this world is one huge painting, what does your brush stroke look like? Do you truly believe that you are significant? Do you believe that you really are this "indispensable" piece of the body of Christ?

Let's look at one of those paintings. (At this point one volunteer brings up the bottom half of the picture. Chances are the students won't recognize what the picture is of.  A lot of you have put a brush stroke on this canvas. Maybe you're looking up at this picture and you can actually see the part that you painted. But so what? Why would it be so important for you to do your part? Why is it so important that I'm a part of this body of Christ?

God has arranged the parts in the body, every one of them, just as he wanted them to be." (Now is a time for a brief pause in everything while the students realize that they have all together painted a picture of Christ.)

You see, we can't see the main picture. All we have is this little brush, this little section of a great big painting. But even though we can't see the whole picture sometimes, it doesn't mean that God can't use us. In fact, our brushstroke is significant. God wants to use us. Every single person who stroked a brush across this canvas just added a piece. Is there any brush stroke that was more important than the others? Of course not! We are all significant. God wants to use all of us. No matter where you are in this world, no matter what your strengths or your weaknesses are, God can and will use you. Don't give up on that.

Take time to light a candle for each work team. Have each team present a candle that they have purchased (or you provide) during the day. Add these candles to the one already on the altar for the living center.

Share that together as work teams, we are here to alter the body of Christ this week. Whether this is through working together as a team, helping our clients, practicing building skills, or just growing in faith through the entire experience, we are here together to strengthen the body. We light these candles to remind us of the Spirit that is in and among each of these groups this week. And to remind us that the light of Christ will show in all that we do.

Prayer

Tuesday Lunch Devotional:

How will this week alter your client?

Scripture:

Proverbs 19:20 (NRSV)

Listen to advice and accept instruction, that you may gain wisdom for the future.

Proverbs 19:20 (The Message)

Take good counsel and accept correction--that's the way to live wisely and well.
Discussion Questions:

· Share each others stories. If you are in need of starters try these.

· What is your passion?

· Tell of a formative faith story?

· What has your faith meant to you?

Prayer: (remember you can always say what is in your heart)
Gracious God, thank you so much for our individual stories. Together as we tell the stories, we hear the presence of God in our lives. There have been times for all of us that we have felt alone, in sharing our stories we can hear that others have felt much the same way. Thank you for the wisdom and strength of those around us. In your precious name we pray, AMEN.

Tuesday Night Worship:

How will this week alter your client?

Scripture:

John 4:7-18, 27-29 (NRSV)

A Samaritan woman came to draw water, and Jesus said to her, "Give me a drink." (His disciples had gone to the city to buy food.) The Samaritan woman said to him, "How is it that you, a Jew, ask a drink of me, a woman of Samaria?" (Jews do not share things in common with Samaritans.) Jesus answered her, "If you knew the gift of God, and who it is that is saying to you, 'Give me a drink,' you would have asked him, and he would have given you living water." The woman said to him, "Sir, you have no bucket, and the well is deep. Where do you get that living water? Are you greater than our ancestor Jacob, who gave us the well, and with his sons and his flocks drank from it?" Jesus said to her, "Everyone who drinks of this water will be thirsty again, but those who drink of the water that I will give them will never be thirsty. The water that I will give will become in them a spring of water gushing up to eternal life." The woman said to him, "Sir, give me this water, so that I may never be thirsty or have to keep coming here to draw water."

Jesus said to her, "Go, call your husband, and come back." The woman answered him, "I have no husband." Jesus said to her, "You are right in saying, 'I have no husband'; for you have had five husbands, and the one you have now is not your husband. What you have said is true!" 
Just then his disciples came. They were astonished that he was speaking with a woman, but no one said, "What do you want?" or, "Why are you speaking with her?" Then the woman left her water jar and went back to the city. She said to the people, "Come and see a man who told me everything I have ever done! He cannot be the Messiah, can he?" They left the city and were on their way to him.

John 4:7-18, 27-29 (The Message)

A woman, a Samaritan, came to draw water. Jesus said, "Would you give me a drink of water?" (His disciples had gone to the village to buy food for lunch.) The Samaritan woman, taken aback, asked, "How come you, a Jew, are asking me, a Samaritan woman, for a drink?" (Jews in those days wouldn't be caught dead talking to Samaritans.) Jesus answered, "If you knew the generosity of God and who I am, you would be asking me for a drink, and I would give you fresh, living water."

The woman said, "Sir, you don't even have a bucket to draw with, and this well is deep. So how are you going to get this "living water'? Are you a better man than our ancestor Jacob, who dug this well and drank from it, he and his sons and livestock, and passed it down to us?"

Jesus said, "Everyone who drinks this water will get thirsty again and again. Anyone who drinks the water I give will never thirst--not ever. The water I give will be an artesian spring within, gushing fountains of endless life."

The woman said, "Sir, give me this water so I won't ever get thirsty, won't ever have to come back to this well again!"

He said, "Go call your husband and then come back."

"I have no husband," she said. “That’s nicely put: "I have no husband.' You've had five husbands, and the man you're living with now isn't even your husband. You spoke the truth there, sure enough."

Just then his disciples came back. They were shocked. They couldn't believe he was talking with that kind of a woman. No one said what they were all thinking, but their faces showed it. The woman took the hint and left. In her confusion she left her water pot. Back in the village she told the people, "Come see a man who knew all about the things I did, who knows me inside and out. Do you think this could be the Messiah?" And they went out to see for themselves.

Message: (remember you can always say what is in your heart)
John 4 tells the story of a woman (a Samaritan) and Jesus. This was a woman that Jesus was not supposed to socialize with. She was an outcast, but Jesus knows her story and speaks to her anyway. Our clients are very similar. Many people have pushed these persons aside, and don’t want to help them. The difference is that we do not know their stories. We need to take time to listen to the stories of those around us. The Samaritan woman was astonished that Jesus knew her and went out to tell others, we also are to hear others stories and share them. 

Today’s theme was how this week is going to alter the lives of your clients. Throughout the day we have listened to stories. Today in worship we will continue to listen to stories. Every work team will have the opportunity to share a story that they have heard. 
Sunday night we put a candle on the altar for our living center, last night we put a candle on it for each of our work teams. Tonight, I would invite each work group to come forward and place a candle on the altar representing your client, and tell us all what you heard (we put the client’s photo on a glass candle jar). Even if you do not have a story from your client, or about your client, come and tell us your clients name so that we may pray together for the transformations that will occur this week because of your relationship with your client. 
Prayer: (remember you can always say what is in your heart)
Dear Jesus, who knows all of our stories, we thank you for this time together. This is time away from our everyday lives to focus on you and working for you. We have met many wonderful people this week. We have formed a new community in our living center, and as teams with our work teams. We have also been blessed with the ability to work on a client’s home. We may not have met this client, or have had wonderful stories from them. Regardless, we know that they are a gift to us this week, and that neither ours nor their lives will ever be the same. In your precious name we pray, AMEN. 
Wednesday Lunch Devotional:

How will this week alter your church and youth group?

Scripture:

1 Timothy 4:11-16 (NRSV)

These are the things you must insist on and teach. Let no one despise your youth, but set the believers an example in speech and conduct, in love, in faith, in purity. Until I arrive, give attention to the public reading of scripture, to exhorting, to teaching. Do not neglect the gift that is in you, which was given to you through prophecy with the laying on of hands by the council of elders. Put these things into practice, devote yourself to them, so that all may see your progress. Pay close attention to yourself and to your teaching; continue in these things, for in doing this you will save both yourself and your hearers.
1 Timothy 4:11-16 (The Message)

Get the word out. Teach all these things. And don't let anyone put you down because you're young. Teach believers with your life: by word, by demeanor, by love, by faith, by integrity. Stay at your post reading Scripture, giving counsel, teaching. And that special gift of ministry you were given when the leaders of the church laid hands on you and prayed--keep that dusted off and in use. 

Cultivate these things. Immerse yourself in them. The people will all see you mature right before their eyes! Keep a firm grasp on both your character and your teaching. Don't be diverted. Just keep at it. Both you and those who hear you will experience salvation.

Discussion Questions:

Today’s theme is to look at how this week will alter your church and youth group. Take time to look over these questions, and discuss how you can go back and make an impact. 
· What qualities for a great church leader are outlined in the passage?

· Are there other characteristics that you think leaders should have that are not in this scripture?

· What leadership positions have you been in, in your life?

· What was your favorite and least favorite thing about being in leadership?

· What things from this week can you take back to your church?
· What are things that you can do when you get home that will alter your church and youth group?

Prayer: (remember you can always say what is in your heart)
Heavenly Creator, we thank you for the voice that you gave each of us, and the ability to share our stories this week and in the future. We pray that when we leave this wonderful experience we will be able to go back and alter our churches and youth groups for the better. There will be times of frustration as a leader in our churches, but we know that you will provide patience when necessary, guidance when needed, hope in times of despair, humility in times of boasting, and that ultimately your presence will never waiver. Thank you for all of those that support each of us, and help us to see your will through our lives. In your name we pray, AMEN.
 Wednesday Night Worship:

How will this week alter your church and youth group?

Worship Suggestion 1:

Scripture:

Matthew 7:24-27 (NRSV)

"Everyone then who hears these words of mine and acts on them will be like a wise man who built his house on rock. The rain fell, the floods came, and the winds blew and beat on that house, but it did not fall, because it had been founded on rock. And everyone who hears these words of mine and does not act on them will be like a foolish man who built his house on sand. The rain fell, and the floods came, and the winds blew and beat against that house, and it fell--and great was its fall!"

Matthew 7:24-27 (The Message)

"These words I speak to you are not incidental additions to your life, homeowner improvements to your standard of living. They are foundational words, words to build a life on. If you work these words into your life, you are like a smart carpenter who built his house on solid rock. Rain poured down, the river flooded, a tornado hit--but nothing moved that house. It was fixed to the rock.

"But if you just use my words in Bible studies and don't work them into your life, you are like a stupid carpenter who built his house on the sandy beach. When a storm rolled in and the waves came up, it collapsed like a house of cards."

Message: (remember you can always say what is in your heart)
That was a video from the band Casting Crowns. They started their career as a worship band and still arrange their schedule so that they are back at their own church on Sunday’s and Wednesday’s. Having watched that video let me ask a couple of questions:

· What is the “surface” storyline? (The dad lost what was most important to him by pursuing less important material success. The audience sees themselves as the son.)

· What is the “below the surface” story? (The audience is actually more like the dad than the son.)

· What images from the scripture we read were used in the video?

· Which other Bible verse is implied in the song? (What good is it for a man to gain the whole world, yet forfeit his soul?” Matthew 16:26; Mark 8:36; Luke 9:25)

· The last lines repeat the sentence, “All he really wanted was you.” What is Casting Crowns trying to say?

When we look at the scripture for tonight there are several thoughts come to mind.

· Why would someone want to build on the sand? Is it for comfort or ease, or coolness? The beach is the place to be. Everyone has within them the tendency to cut corners. But that mindset leads to disappointment and disaster. Easier is easier, but not better. 

· Notice the description of the storm hitting the houses: “…and the winds blew and beat against that house…” Both houses withstood the storm, for a while. But the house on the sand eventually fell. Even though we put huge effort into something, unless we have a solid foundation our hard work is worthless. Many people are trading effort to achieve success for meaning and happiness.
· God does not promise a storm-free life. In fact, the storms hit with equal ferocity onto both houses. The issue is, what is your foundation? What will get you through the storms? Jesus couldn’t have said it clearer: put into practice what Jesus said.
Today’s theme is “How will this week alter your church and youth group?” We have looked at leadership skills that are necessary to lead the church and our groups, and also talked about what we can do to alter our churches and youth groups when we go home. We to are all to be a part of a great foundation of the church, and we are called as Christian’s to do our part for the Church. So what can you do when you go home to alter the church and your youth group? We must hold first to our faith in God. If we keep God as the center, then we will have a firm foundation. However, as we have talked about this week we all have gifts that God has given us, and together we can build our church on a firm foundation. 
Prayer: (remember you can always say what is in your heart)
Gracious and loving God, What a day it has been. We are getting more and more tired. We are beginning to see an end, but also frustrations are higher. Please give us patience, this is the beginning of the end of our time here, yet the beginning of what we want to take back home. We pray for all of the individual churches and youth groups that are here on this trip, and we pray for them. That this week will be something that they can take home and grow from. Our hope is that they will grow to a deeper understanding of you, God. We pray that they develop us to be leaders in our larger churches, as well as strengthen the youth programs in our churches. We pray all of this in your precious name, AMEN.
Thursday Lunch Devotional:

How will this week alter your relationship with God?

Scripture:

Matthew 13:31-33 (NRSV)

He put before them another parable: "The kingdom of heaven is like a mustard seed that someone took and sowed in his field; it is the smallest of all the seeds, but when it has grown it is the greatest of shrubs and becomes a tree, so that the birds of the air come and make nests in its branches." 

He told them another parable: "The kingdom of heaven is like yeast that a woman took and mixed in with three measures of flour until all of it was leavened."

Matthew 13:31-33 (The Message)

Another story. "God's kingdom is like a pine nut that a farmer plants. It is quite small as seeds go, but in the course of years it grows into a huge pine tree, and eagles build nests in it."

Another story. "God's kingdom is like yeast that a woman works into the dough for dozens of loaves of barley bread--and waits while the dough rises."

Discussion Questions:

Today’s theme is to look at how this week will alter your relationship with God. When we look at altering our relationship with God we must also look at our understanding of what God wants. If God loves us so much to give us a son, have that son die and resurrect, what is our responsibility to God? We worship God, pray to God, but what else are we to do in the world?
The gospels show us that Jesus liked to reveal the wonders of God through parables. We often find this confusing and annoying. Why can’t he just tell us the way that it is? In this parable we see that something very small is like the kingdom of heaven and that it can grow into something very large.
· How are we each like the kingdom of heaven?
· After reading the scripture, what is the kingdom of heaven?

· Is the kingdom of heaven past, present, or future? What does this mean?

· If the kingdom of God is in the present, does that alter your relationship with God?

· What small thing do you want to, already do, or can you do to help grow the kingdom of heaven?
Prayer: (remember you can always say what is in your heart)
God of heaven, God of earth, God of our future, we thank you for this week. We have thanked you every day this week, for the opportunity to be here, to work with these persons, and to look at altering our lives with and for you. There have been times this week that we may not have felt like thanking you. It has been hot and it has been hard work. We may have gotten on each others nerves. There have been obstacles this week that have made this task harder. We have even hoped that things would be different at times. Regardless of all of this, we are thankful. We want our lives to be for you. We want ever aspect of our lives to be for you. We pray for hope in the struggles that lay ahead in our lives and for guidance when we do not know what to do. We know that there is more yet to come. We have a responsibility to make the world a better place, for all of your creation. Help us to accomplish this task. In your name we pray, AMEN.
 Thursday Night Worship:

How will this week alter your relationship with God?

Scripture:

Luke 15:11-32 (NRSV)

Then Jesus said, "There was a man who had two sons. The younger of them said to his father, 'Father, give me the share of the property that will belong to me.' So he divided his property between them. A few days later the younger son gathered all he had and traveled to a distant country, and there he squandered his property in dissolute living. When he had spent everything, a severe famine took place throughout that country, and he began to be in need. So he went and hired himself out to one of the citizens of that country, who sent him to his fields to feed the pigs. He would gladly have filled himself with the pods that the pigs were eating; and no one gave him anything. But when he came to himself he said, 'How many of my father's hired hands have bread enough and to spare, but here I am dying of hunger! I will get up and go to my father, and I will say to him, "Father, I have sinned against heaven and before you; I am no longer worthy to be called your son; treat me like one of your hired hands."' So he set off and went to his father. But while he was still far off, his father saw him and was filled with compassion; he ran and put his arms around him and kissed him. Then the son said to him, 'Father, I have sinned against heaven and before you; I am no longer worthy to be called your son.' But the father said to his slaves, 'Quickly, bring out a robe--the best one--and put it on him; put a ring on his finger and sandals on his feet. And get the fatted calf and kill it, and let us eat and celebrate; for this son of mine was dead and is alive again; he was lost and is found!' And they began to celebrate. 

"Now his elder son was in the field; and when he came and approached the house, he heard music and dancing. He called one of the slaves and asked what was going on. He replied, 'Your brother has come, and your father has killed the fatted calf, because he has got him back safe and sound.' Then he became angry and refused to go in. His father came out and began to plead with him. But he answered his father, 'Listen! For all these years I have been working like a slave for you, and I have never disobeyed your command; yet you have never given me even a young goat so that I might celebrate with my friends. But when this son of yours came back, who has devoured your property with prostitutes, you killed the fatted calf for him!' Then the father said to him, 'Son, you are always with me, and all that is mine is yours. But we had to celebrate and rejoice, because this brother of yours was dead and has come to life; he was lost and has been found.'" 

Luke 15:11-32 (The Message)

Then he said, "There was once a man who had two sons. The younger said to his father, "Father, I want right now what's coming to me.' "So the father divided the property between them. It wasn't long before the younger son packed his bags and left for a distant country. There, undisciplined and dissipated, he wasted everything he had. After he had gone through all his money, there was a bad famine all through that country and he began to hurt. He signed on with a citizen there who assigned him to his fields to slop the pigs. He was so hungry he would have eaten the corncobs in the pig slop, but no one would give him any.

"That brought him to his senses. He said, "All those farmhands working for my father sit down to three meals a day, and here I am starving to death. I'm going back to my father. I'll say to him, Father, I've sinned against God, I've sinned before you; I don't deserve to be called your son. Take me on as a hired hand.' He got right up and went home to his father. When he was still a long way off, his father saw him. His heart pounding, he ran out, embraced him, and kissed him. The son started his speech: "Father, I've sinned against God, I've sinned before you; I don't deserve to be called your son ever again.'

"But the father wasn't listening. He was calling to the servants, "Quick. Bring a clean set of clothes and dress him. Put the family ring on his finger and sandals on his feet. Then get a grain-fed heifer and roast it. We're going to feast! We're going to have a wonderful time! My son is here--given up for dead and now alive! Given up for lost and now found!' And they began to have a wonderful time.

"All this time his older son was out in the field. When the day's work was done he came in. As he approached the house, he heard the music and dancing. Calling over one of the houseboys, he asked what was going on. He told him, "Your brother came home. Your father has ordered a feast--barbecued beef!-because he has him home safe and sound.'

"The older brother stalked off in an angry sulk and refused to join in. His father came out and tried to talk to him, but he wouldn't listen. The son said, "Look how many years I've stayed here serving you, never giving you one moment of grief, but have you ever thrown a party for me and my friends? Then this son of yours who has thrown away your money on whores shows up and you go all out with a feast!'

"His father said, "Son, you don't understand. You're with me all the time, and everything that is mine is yours--but this is a wonderful time, and we had to celebrate. This brother of yours was dead, and he's alive! He was lost, and he's found!'"

The Lion King
Show a clip of The Lion King. Start time: 1 hour, 6 minutes, 15 seconds. Start cue when Simba talks to Rafiki, end it with Simba runs away. This is a two minute clip.
OVERVIEW: Simba confesses that he’s lost his way. He began as the son of the lion king, but now he smiles away with no clue as to how he got there. Mufasa, his father, appears in a vision and challenges him to remember and return to his heritage. Simba can overcome his past by learning from his mistakes.

Message: (remember you can always say what is in your heart)
There are times in our lives when we become lost. We get distracted from what God wants us to do, and concentrate on what we can do for ourselves. God wants to be in relationship with us, and no matter how lost or distracted we get by the other things, things that we have put on our altar, God welcomes us home with a great party every time. 

Today we have been talking about how this week will alter our relationship with God. We talked at breakfast about God planting a seed in each of us and wanting it to grow. We then talked at lunch about the kingdom of God starting with a little seed and growing into something larger. In tonight’s scripture we see that God loves us even when we go away. How do all of these some what different ideas come together? 

(Light one candle and add it to the altar.) God has a message for us, a message of love. This love is freely given to all of us, yet we have to accept it to let it grow. God’s love for us is always present, yet we have to accept it, nurture it, and respond to it by sharing it with others. This love is the hope for the future, a future where the light shines so bright. How will this week alter your relationship with God? I hope that this week will help you to see that your relationship with God goes beyond this week; it goes back into the world and a future where God’s love is shown to all humanity throughout the world. 
We have lit many candles this week, one for our living center, one for each of our work teams, one for each of our clients, one for each of our churches. Tonight we light a candle to represent God. The one God, the God of love, and light. This candle is to help illuminate the future of hope that with God will shine. If we leave God out, we will be left in the dark. The kingdom of God, God’s unending love, is given to each of us to protect from the wind of the world so that it will never go out. While we may get distracted ourselves, God’s love can never go away. 
Prayer: (remember you can always say what is in your heart)
God of wonder, we thank you for throwing a party at every return we make. We know that we are going to get distracted, that we, in our humanity put other things in front of you. Know God, that we come here this week, to clear all of those other things from the altar and put you as the center. We pray for the future and that your message of love will grow in us, because of the solid foundation we give it, into a large tree. It started so small yet there is so much growth ahead. We thank you for your unending love. In your name we pray, AMEN.

Friday Lunch Devotional: 

Be sure you have a bag of salted and unsalted popcorn.
How will this week alter you?

Scripture:

Matthew 5:13 (NRSV)

"You are the salt of the earth; but if salt has lost its taste, how can its saltiness be restored? It is no longer good for anything, but is thrown out and trampled under foot. 

Matthew 5:13 (The Message)

"Let me tell you why you are here. You're here to be salt-seasoning that brings out the God-flavors of this earth. If you lose your saltiness, how will people taste godliness? You've lost your usefulness and will end up in the garbage.

Discussion Questions:

This scripture passage seems to suggest that if a believer does nothing to better the world because of his or her beliefs, then his or her existence is futile. We have brought with us today a bag of unsalted and salted popcorn. First try the unsalted popcorn, and then try the salted. Discuss these questions.
· What do you do to be the salt flavors of the earth?
· What can you do different, or more?
· How has this week made you into the salt of the earth?
· How can you keep from losing your saltiness?

Prayer: (remember you can always say what is in your heart)
Lord God, sometimes it is a little scary to be salty. We can run into conflict, and be challenged about our beliefs. Help us to be the salt that Jesus called us to be, and to encourage each other in faith. Thank you for your unending love, and patience, AMEN.
 Friday Night Worship:

How will this week alter you?

Scripture:

Matthew 5:14-16 (NRSV)

"You are the light of the world. A city built on a hill cannot be hid. No one after lighting a lamp puts it under the bushel basket, but on the lamp stand, and it gives light to all in the house. In the same way, let your light shine before others, so that they may see your good works and give glory to your Father in heaven. 

Matthew 5:14-16 (The Message)

"Here's another way to put it: You're here to be light, bringing out the God-colors in the world. God is not a secret to be kept. We're going public with this, as public as a city on a hill. If I make you light-bearers, you don't think I'm going to hide you under a bucket, do you? I'm putting you on a light stand. Now that I've put you there on a hilltop, on a light stand--shine! Keep open house; be generous with your lives. By opening up to others, you'll prompt people to open up with God, this generous Father in heaven.

Message: (remember you can always say what is in your heart)
This week we have looked at how this week will alter others, and ourselves. We have started by giving up things we put before God. We have looked at our work teams, our clients, our youth groups and churches, and how this week will alter our relationship with God and the Kingdom of God. Today we looked at how this week will alter you. The best way to really see how this week has changed you is to hear stories of how this week has changed some of us.  After each person shares have them light a tea light and put on the altar.
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As participants come forward to take communion have them come to the altar and take a candle, lit, back to their seat. After everyone has returned to their seats with their candle turn out the lights. Let participants see how bright their light shines. Remind participants that while this is the end of the week, it is only the beginning of them shining their lights to the world. 

Prayer
Sunday Evening Games

Dollar Surprise

Mingling game. One or two people have a dollar. Everyone goes around shaking hands. Persons with dollar pass dollar off to tenth person he shakes hands with. Keep going...if you get the dollar, pass off to tenth person. When music stops, person with dollar keeps it.

Four Corners 

Any size room. Choose an assistant, preferably a leader, to come up front. The assistant will turn his or her back from the group or put on a blind fold. Then explain that the entire group must choose to stand in one of the four corners of the room which are numbered from 1 to 4. The assistant will then yell out a number from 1 to 4 and everyone in that corner must have a seat. Once those people have a seat people in the remaining 3 corners are given time to switch corners to any of the 4 corners. Then another number is yelled out and those students sit down. 

Keep calling out corners and having them switch around until there is only one or a few people who are the winners. It gets the whole group moving and having fun and takes no preparation to play.  

Pull Up


Everyone gets a chair or sits on the floor and forms a circle, everyone sitting and facing the center of the circle except for 5 guys and 5 girls who start the game. (They are in the middle, standing). 

Music starts and all students in the center of the circle run to the people sitting in the chairs and "pull-up" a person of the opposite sex, by taking their hands and pulling them out of their chair. For example a guy would go up to a girl, pull her out of her chair and then take her place. The girl can offer no resistance. She then runs to the other side of the circle, pulls a guy out of his chair, and takes his seat, and so on. This continues until the music stops and everybody stops where they are. 

The students left standing are counted. If there are 2 more girls than guys, the guys get 2 points.  Even up the numbers in the center of the circle and play again. Every time the music stops those standing are counted. The idea is sort of a random "musical chairs," boys against the girls. The team with the least left standing each time wins.

Q-Tip Wars


Divide room in half (with tape if needed).  Each person gets a plastic straw and each side a bunch of Q-tips.  On "Go" with loud music started, the object is to get as many Q-tips on the other side of the line in the allotted time.

Bedlam

Divide the group into 4 equal teams.  Place the teams in a designated corner.  The object is for each team to travel to the opposite corner through the middle of the square in the designated way and be the first team to get all their team members to their new corner. The “bedlam” occurs when they all converge in the middle. The first team to have all their members in the new corner receives a point.  The following are suggestions of how the teams must cross 

· Running to the opposite corner

· Walking backwards

· Wheelbarrow

· Piggy back

· Hopping on one foot

· Skipping

Crab Walking

Wink-em

Form a circle of chairs.  Everyone gets a partner.  One person sits in a chair and their partner stands behind them.  The person in the chair must have their back against the back of the chair and the person behind them must put their hands behind their back. There is a person without a partner and they stand behind the empty chair.  The winker is always the person with the empty chair. The object is for the winker to try and get someone into his/her chair by winking at someone sitting down.  The person who is winked at must try to get out of their chair and move to the empty chair without being tagged by his/her partner.  If they are tagged they and their partner switch roles and the winker continues to try and wink someone into his/her chair.  If the person who is winked at makes it to the empty chair without being tagged, then his/her partner now has an empty chair and becomes the winker.  Just to make it interesting you can add another empty chair and have two winkers.

Shuffle Your Buns

Form a tight circle of chairs.  Ask for a volunteer to be in the middle but leave their empty chair in the circle.  The object is for the person in the middle to get into the empty chair.  It is the responsibility of the person to the right of the chair to shuffle his/her buns into the empty chair and for the next person to follow and so on. If the person in the middle sits down, then the one who was responsible but not fast enough to shuffle his/her buns into the empty chair is now in the middle.  The leader of the game (and only the leader) can yell “reverse” at which point the direction of the shuffle changes to the opposite way it was moving (ex. Shuffling clockwise, leader yells “reverse” and start shuffling counter clockwise.)  Just to make it interesting have to or three people in the middle with two or three empty chairs in the circle.

Playdough Charades


Divide the group into teams of 5-8 people.  Give each team a different color of playdough.  Have one person from each team come to the front and see a card with a word or phrase they are trying to get their team to guess.  All they can use is the playdough, no words, gestures, spelling or props.  The team calls out the correct answer and gets a point.  Give the playdough to another player and continue.  Some possible options are:

· wheelbarrow

· Abraham Lincoln

· flower garden

· mustard

· hammer

· waffles

· Shrek

Create a Mascot


Create a team name and mascot using an entire roll of foil.  The team mascot must travel to the work site each day.  






After reading the scripture, ask the group this rhetorical question. 











Have each work team find a space in the room, where they can be free from distractions but can still hear.





























Remember you will need a story to share about your client at worship tonight. 





You can also have pictures of all the clients to show while the work teams share. If work teams know little about their client, invite them to share a story that someone else on their work team shared. 




















You might want to reread the scripture. 





This message is adapted from an Interlinc lesson: Casting Crowns, American Dream from their Live from Atlanta DVD Beach Street Records. Begin by showing the video.
































It is encouraged to have a communion service on this evening. If you do not have an elder to bless the elements (which can be done before the service) be creative and have a love feast. The love feast (sometimes called agape feast) mirrors the meals Jesus shared with his disciples and others during his ministry. Hold your love feast around the common table with baskets of bread and grapes and other foods. Have cups for juice (of any kind). Pass around the food and drinks. Invite individuals to serve each other by having the person next to you, serve you (to make sure that everyone can serve allow first person to serve the person to their right and then pass the food to the person on their left). This can be done in work teams. After everyone is served (as a large group or as individual teams) have a time for prayer, allowing everyone a chance to share.


If you do have an elder to serve communion, or bless the elements you can follow the Service of Word and Table in the hymnal page 15.  








Take time to have each youth group and/or church represented place a candle on the altar. Pray for each congregation and for the universal church. 
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